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This exciting, accessible introduction to the field of Sports Studies is the most comprehensive
guide yet to the relationships between sport, culture and society. Taking an international perspec-
tive, Sport, Culture and Society provides students with the insight they need to think critically
about the nature of sport.

Clearly structured into four parts, each part focussing on a key theme

Unrivalled coverage of the history, sociology, politics and anthropology of sport
Includes both core topics and new areas for research

Accessible guide to research evidence, including both primary and secondary sources
Draws on original research and new case study material

Authoritative resource materials

Full range of textbook support materials, including revision questions, research project
ideas, web links and further reading

Sport, Culture and Society represents a fundamental text for all students of sport, and sets a
new agenda for the field as a whole.

Professor Grant Jarvie is Chair of Sports Studies and Head of the Department of Sports Studies
at the University of Stirling, UK. He is past President of the British Society of Sports History,
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Introduction

In the 1920s and 1930s the Social Credit Movement made a number of progressive sugges-
tions with regards to the use of sport in society but how should we think progressively
about sport today? © cocopics (2005)
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INTRODUCTION

Z
# OBJECTIVES

This chapter will:

B introduce the study of sport, culture and society;

B explain the structure and rationale for this book;

B comment upon the public role of the student, academic and researcher interested
in sport;

B introduce different levels of analysis in the study of sport, culture and society;

B explain the main features of the book and how to use them;

B outline the content of the four different parts to Sport, Culture and Society.

INTRODUCTION

It is impossible to fully understand contemporary society and culture without
acknowledging the place of sport. We inhabit a world in which sport is an international
phenomenon, it is important for politicians and world leaders to be associated with
sports personalities; it contributes to the economy, some of the most visible inter-
national spectacles are associated with sporting events; it is part of the social and
cultural fabric of different localities, regions and nations, its transformative potential
is evident in some of the poorest areas of the world; it is important to the television
and film industry, the tourist industry; and it is regularly associated with social prob-
lems and issues such as crime, health, violence, social division, labour migration,
economic and social regeneration and poverty.

We also live in a world in which some of the richest and poorest people identify
with forms of sport in some way. This can be said without denying the fact that an
immense gap exists between rich and poor parts of the world or accepting uncritically
the myth of global sport. In some ways global sport has never been more successful.
The Sydney 2000 Olympic Games involved 10,300 athletes from 200 countries,
attracted more than US $600 million in sponsorship and was viewed on TV by more
than 3.7 billion people. Sport’s social and commercial power makes it a potentially
potent force in the modern world, for good and for bad. It can be a tool of dictator-
ship, a symbol of democratic change, it has helped to start wars and promote
international reconciliation. Almost every government around the world commits public
resources to sporting infrastructure because of sport’s perceived benefits to improving
health, education, creating jobs and preventing crime. Sport matters to people. The
competing notions of identity, internationalisation, national tradition and global
solidarity that are contested within sport all matter far beyond the reach of sport. At
the same time, some have suggested that there is a legitimate crisis of confidence in
global sport and those dealing with the pressures of its transformation cannot handle
the reform that is required within twenty-first-century sport. Perhaps, as Katwala
(2000b) suggests, the crisis of global sport is not one of commercialism, but one of
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INTRODUCTION

lack of trust in sporting governances at a time when the governance of sport has never
been more complex or important.

The study of sport, culture and society is no longer a young and naive area of
academic study and research. Generation after generation of sociologists and histor-
ians have raised classical sociological and historical questions in relation to sport’s
organisation, its distribution and the part it has played in the allocation and exercise
of power. The study of sport, culture and society today is less of a peripheral element
within the social sciences and other subject areas, including geography, political science
and history. The scope and content of sport, culture and society can be wide-ranging
since various specialised sub-areas have given rise to degree courses, specialist texts,
and particular forms of policy intervention and specialist research groupings. The
potential eclectic coverage of ideas together with a sound grasp of sport itself provide
for a stimulating avenue not only to developing sport, but also to analysing, demysti-
fying it and ultimately attempting to contribute to social change and intervention in
the world in which we live in.

STRUCTURE AND RATIONALE OF THE BOOK

The book is written for those researchers, students and teachers, amongst others, who are
thinking about sport as a social phenomenon and the extent to which sport contributes to
the very social fabric of communities. It examines critically many of the assumptions relating
to sport and questions the extent to which the substantive basis for such claims made by
sport actually exist. The objective of the book is not only to encourage students and others
to reflect upon sport, drawing upon concepts, theories and themes, but also to produce a
body of original substantive research from different sports, societies and communities. The
position taken throughout this book is that, while it is important to explain and understand
sport in society, the more important intellectual and practical questions emanate from ques-
tions relating to social change. The book aims in a small way to also influence research
agendas involving sport.

Modern sport has been described as (i) a ritual sacrifice of human energy; (ii) providing
a common cultural currency between peoples; (iii) a means of compensating for deficien-
cies in life; (iv) a mechanism for the affirmation of identity and difference; (v) business
rather than sport; (vi) a social product; (vii) a contested arena shaped by struggles both on
and off the field of play and (viii) being a euphemism for Western or capitalist sport.

A genuine social understanding of sport remains crucial to our understanding of the world
in which we live. Sport needs to be contextualised critically and evaluated in order to explain
why sport is the way it is today. The approach that differentiates this text from other recent
but equally important explanations of sport in society is that it does not just attempt to
understand the relationship of sport in society, but also to reassert the question of social
change and intervention.

Almost 20 years ago critical commentators on sport were asking what is the transformative
value of sport? Can sport truly make a difference to people’s lives? More recently political scien-

tists and policy experts have been asking where is the evidence to substantiate the claims made by
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INTRODUCTION

sport today? These questions are as important today as they were twenty years ago. The late
Palestinian activist and American intellectual Edward Said (2001:5) was explicit about the
public role of the intellectual as being ‘to uncover and contest, to challenge and defeat both
an imposed silence and the normalised quiet of unseen power wherever and whenever
possible’. The role of the public intellectual in the field of sport is desperately needed as a
partial safeguard against a one-dimensional world of sport in which that which is not said
tells you perhaps more than what is actually said. The informed student of sport who can
develop the skills of presenting complex issues in a communicative way, participate in public
debates about sport and even promote debates about sport is very much needed in the
twenty-first century. I hope that the content of this book will help many on that journey
and help readers to reflect upon and inform public debates about, for example, sport and
the environment, sport and the limits of capitalism, sport and poverty, sport, inter-
nationalism and nation building and sport and human rights.

Raising awareness about social issues within sport and answering social problems that
arise out of and between different sporting worlds may occur at different levels or entry
points.

LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN SPORT, CULTURE AND SOCIETY

It has already been suggested that the study of sport, culture and society involves a number
of complex factors all of which impinge upon the nature of sport at different levels. It has
also been suggested that students and researchers alike need to have a number of organising
frameworks or at least points of entry and exit into and out of debates about sport. The
notion of levels of analysis or entry points offers a useful organising framework for locating
any analysis of sport. The levels below are not exhaustive but merely illustrative of different

ways of organising and prioritising knowledge about sport, culture and society.

Level 1: Epistemology

Just as different politicians reflect divergent party agendas and philosophies, so too does the
body of knowledge that is sport, culture and society champion numerous problematics
or approaches to the study of sport. Researchers reflect divergent viewpoints and bodies of
knowledge that influence the practice of research and the questions that they want to ask
of sport. Indeed, at times the rivalry and tension between different points of view have
often been gladiatorial as opposed to being mutually supportive. The different paradigms
or perspectives or eclectic approaches to the study of sport include post-modernist, feminist,
figurational, functionalist, Confucian, Marxist, post-colonial, nationalist, even ‘whiggish’ or
conservative. All of these approaches raise particular questions and suppress others — a point
that is illustrated and developed further in Chapter 1. Students and researchers of sport,
culture and society will need to decide and reflect upon where they are coming from in an
epistemological sense or at the very least from what standpoint they wish to constructively
engage with other bodies of work or knowledge about sport per se. (Epistemology is not
equated solely with theory, but see Chapter 1 for further comment on the relationship
between epistemology, sports theory and the problem of values.)
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Level 2: Culture and sport

This mainly refers to the values, ceremonies and way of life characteristic of a given group
and the place of sport within that way of life. Like the concept of society, the notion of
culture is widely used in the sociological, anthropological and historical study of sport. It
encourages the researcher and student to consider the meanings, symbols, rituals and power
relations at play within any particular cultural setting. The notion of culture may be oper-
ationalised at a national, local or comparative level. Consequently, examples at this level
of analysis may include the place of sport within Irish or Kenyan culture; the meaning of
the Tour de France to the French or Sumo wrestling to the Japanese; or, as in Clifford
Gertz’s classic study, the meaning of cock-fighting in Balinese culture; or the extent to
which sport in South Africa during the apartheid era actively challenged the dominant defin-
ition of sport through politicising and empowering the idea that one cannot have normal
sport in an abnormal society; or by examining the extent to which certain representations
of culture within the media or readings of cultural texts by audiences reinforce certain

cultural messages or meanings about sport.

Level 3: Sporting sub-cultures

Sub-cultural analysis refers to the place of sport within any segment of the population that
is distinguishable from the wider society by its cultural pattern. Sub-cultures have at times
been referred to in relation to broader parent cultures or host cultures. At one level studies
have examined the place of sport or alienation from sport amongst different youth cultures
or counter-cultures. In modern cities many sub-cultural communities live side by side,
supporting different sports and teams for social, cultural and political reasons. Ethnic or
linguistic groupings may be referred to as sub-cultures. The term ‘sub-cultures’ is very
broad in scope and may refer to specific football club supporters, or alternative sporting
sub-cultures as in extreme sports or high-risk sports. Historically in certain parts of the
world surfing sub-cultures during the 1960s and 1970s were associated with groups
searching for alternatives to a mainstream way of life. Social movements or groups of people
sharing common lifestyles are powerful forces of change within societies. Sub-cultures allow
freedom for people to express and act on their opinions, hopes and beliefs. At a general
level the term sub-culture simply refers to any systems of beliefs, or values or norms shared
by or participated in by a sizeable minority of people within a particular culture — sporting

or otherwise.

Level 4: The nation

The role of sport in the making of nations is one of the most discussed areas in sport, culture
and society. The precise nature of nations and nation-states varies, as do the forms of
nationalism that are often associated with different sports. The extent to which we under-
stand fully the complex ways in which sport contributes to national identity, civic and ethnic
nationalism and internationalism remains an open question. In order to understand sport
fully students and others need to comprehend processes and patterns of national and inter-
national change in sport as well as the distinct content of national sports policies or the
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criteria for selection to national teams. At its most celebrated the relationship between sport
and the nation is illustrated at one level by the relationship between events, such as the
Tour de France and France, the All Ireland hurling final and Ireland, cricket in India or
England, and at another level by national world leaders, such as Nelson Mandela who has
commented upon sport’s role in the building of a new post-apartheid South Africa. (See
Chapter 5 for an examination of the part sport has played in nation building and national

identity.)

Level 5: Globhal sport

The notion of global sport implies the processes by which sport reflects the growing
interdependence of nations, regions and localities within a global or world political
economy. World systems theory has been popular within non-Western areas such as China
and Latin America. In studying global sport it is important to identify processes that
transcend or cross national boundaries. Maguire’s (1999) study of global sport identifies the
following processes — ideoscapes, ethnoscapes, mediascapes, financescapes and techno-
scapes. International sporting organisations, such as the Fédération Internationale de Football
Association (FIFA), often convey the message of marketing, administering and controlling
global football. The notion of global sport has tended to be criticised from a number
of points of view including those of nationalists and internationalists. The development of
global sport should not be considered in isolation from anti-globalisation or anti-capitalism.
Protests have targeted global sporting companies, such as Nike, and highlighted the role of
cheap labour, often children’s labour, in the production of international sporting goods.
(See Chapter 4 for a further discussion of global sport, globalisation and anti-globalisation
protests.)

Level 6: Neighbourhood and community sport

The neighbourhood geographically has been the area around one’s home and usually displays
some degree of homogeneity in terms of housing type, ethnicity or socio-cultural values.
The term ‘neighbourhood’ is closely associated with a particular, although not the sole,
definition of community. Neighbourhoods usually display strong allegiances to the local
sports teams, provide a focus for intergenerational discussions about ‘golden sporting eras’
and provide a basis for the development of community solidarity, but also rivalry, with
other neighbourhoods or communities. Metcalfe’s (1996:16) study of the mining commun-
ities in the north east of England identifies factors that have impinged upon neighbourhood
or community sport, such as population stability and the physical layout of the com-
munity, town or village. The term ‘community’ has tended to denote a social group that
is usually identified in terms of a common habitat, common interest and a degree of social
co-operation, but it can also in an applied sense refer to a community of sportspeople,
artists and students as well as the international or national community. As a term it has
been historically associated with the German Gemeinschaft. More recently it has been
suggested that within left-wing discourses it has become more popular in the twenty-first

century than the term social class that used to be the ‘holy grail’ of various labour
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movements. The challenge over the use of such concepts as community and neighbourhood
is whether they can be resurrected in new ways, in new shapes or in new incarnations to

help make sense of the world and sport today.

Level 7: Policy intervention

The term ‘policy’ is derived from the Greek politeia meaning government. The general
principles of sports policy, like all policy, guide the making of laws, the administrative and
executive governance of sport as well as acts of governance per se in international and
domestic affairs. Policy intervention in sport takes many forms, such as anti-drug policies
or anti-discrimination policies or policies restricting the movement of players from one club
to another or one country to another, which may be viewed as anti-competitive. Sports
policies may reflect particular political ideologies, but policies in general are not the same
as doctrines which may be viewed as the system of values and beliefs that may help to
generate policies and that purport to describe the ends to which policy is the means. Nor
are policies the same as philosophies which tend to be the underlying justification for
doctrines and policies together. Sports policy is one of the major practical means of inter-
vention in sport. The different perspectives on sports policy put it somewhere in the middle
ground between sports doctrine and sports philosophy. Houlihan (2003:31) provides a
commentary on the term as applying to something bigger than particular decisions but
smaller than general social movements. Political outlooks differ radically over whether
sports policy is or should be a reflection of some underlying philosophy, but most
agree that policy should be consistent, reasonable and acceptable to those with power to
oppose it.

One last point is to suggest that there is no choice between the engaged and neutral
ways of policy intervention. A non-committal policy is an impossibility. Seeking a morally
neutral stance amongst the many forms of sports policy and decision making that impact
upon the world of sport would be a vain effort. (See Part 4 of this book for a more
in-depth coverage of some of the ways in which policy has been used to bring about

social change in sport.)

Level 8: The sport

A particular sport itself may provide the focus for arranging the research material or essay.
Many historical, sociological, political and other frameworks for analysing sport have been
organised around case studies of particular sports or clubs themselves. Some of the most
superficial questions about a particular sport can lead to further investigations and enquiries
about gender relations, social inequality, nationhood, the distribution of economic, cultural,
and social resources, social change, human rights, the environment, the role of the state,
poverty, the urban and the rural, the global and the local, freedom and dependence, insiders
and outsiders, and many other areas of investigation which fall within the remit and duty
of the socially committed student, academic or politician to explore. Any number of sports
or illustrative examples could be provided and I have limited myself here to briefly men-

tioning the following that have been drawn from both past and more recent contributions
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to the field of sport, culture and society. Vamplew’s (1988) study of horse-racing tells us
about the changing nature of professionalism, trade-unionism, the exchange of money and
socialisation into the club; Dunning and Sheard’s (1979) study of rugby football informs
us about social class in Britain, power, the folk origins of football, amateurism and profes-
sionalism, violence and figurational sociology; Gruneau and Whitson’s (1993) critical
investigation into professional ice-hockey explains notions of community, national identity,
relations between Canada and the USA, the urban and the rural, and the political economy
of sport; Crosset’s (1995) investigation into golf explores gender relations, sexuality,
discrimination, the body, and social control; Sugden’s (1996) study of boxing explores social
class, poverty, religion, exploitation and disadvantage; Alabarces’ (2000) investigation of
football in Latin America raises issues about globalisation, colonialism, tradition and iden-
tity; Ray’s (2001) study of the Highland Games explores issues of ethnicity, racism,
Scottish—American heritage, social networks and power; Guha’s (2002) study of cricket in
India raises and answers questions about colonisation, the indigenous cricket experience,
nation, caste and religion; and Maguire’s (2005) study has furthered our understanding of

the relationship between sport, power and globalisation.

Level 9: The historical period or theme

The historical study of sport has been one of the most active and interventionist in helping
to interpret past and present sport. It has also brought to the study of sport, culture and
society the discipline of sustained micro-level archival research methods that have helped
to qualify unsubstantiated grand narratives of sport. Chronologically the study of sport,
culture and society may be approached century by century or time period by time period,
as for example in Vamplew’s (1988) study of professional sport and commercialisation
between 1875 and 1914; Metcalfe’s (1991) study of power in Canadian amateur sport
between 1918 and 1936; Pfister’s (1990) study of female physical culture in nineteenth and
carly twentieth-century Germany; Parratt’s (1989) study of working-class women and
leisure in late Victorian England; Kidd’s (1996) account of the struggle to control Canadian
sport, or Burnett’s (2000) study of sport in lowland Scotland before 1860. The study of
what and why in the history of sport has also been influenced by other ways of presenting
the history of sport, whether it be thematically or in terms of ancient, modern or post-
modern perspectives about sport, culture and society. Hill (2002) concludes that the history
of sport may be presented with different emphases; quantitatively, economically, theoretic-
ally, semiotically, heroically, whiggishly, reverently and/or chronologically. There are many
historical levels of analysis from which to approach the study of sport, culture and society.
(See Chapter 2 for further coverage of the historical contribution to the study of sport,

culture and society.)

Level 10: Social divisions and inequality

It is impossible to think about sport, culture and society without encountering different
ways in which sport means something to different groups of people or different policies

or forms of social mobilisation aimed at empowering different groups of people. The
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meanings that often divide sport are those of class, ethnicity, gender, age, black or white,
European or non-European or nationality, and disabled or physically impaired. Many of
these social divisions have become separatist and fail to acknowledge the connection between
and within different forms of social inequality in sport. Various accounts of sport, culture
and society have accorded priority to different forms of social division and social inequality;
for example, the relationship between rich and poor parts of the world informs Arbena’s
(1999) study of sport in Latin America; issues of race, racism and multi-culturalism inform
Back, Crabbe and Solomos’s (2001) study of the changing face of English professional foot-
ball; issues of social class and social stratification are central to Scheerder, Vanreusel and
Renson’s (2002) account of sport in Belgium and other parts of Europe; gender, feminism
and different experiences of women are central to Fan Hong’s (1997) study of women in
sport in China, while notions of imperialism and post-colonialism are crucial to Hwang’s
(2001) accounts of sport in Taiwan. The question remains: how do these social divisions
intersect, should priority be given to any form of social division and should we not at least
recognise that the gap between rich and poor in sport remains? The study of sport and social
divisions should not simply examine a random selection of different sections of society, but
rather the issues of hierarchy, social inequality and social injustice that impact upon all social
divisions per se. (See Part 4 for a more detailed account of these social divisions in terms

of sport.)

ORGANISATION OF THE BOOK

The book is organised into four main sections, with each section providing an introduction
for the reader. Part 1 explores the broader epistemological and ontological context in which
contemporary sport may be understood, it introduces a number of common concepts and
theories which have been utilised in the explanation of sport, it acknowledges the lessons
of history and what this brings to the study of sport and it asserts that one of the tasks and
promises of sociological theory has always been to help us draw bigger diagnostic pictures
of sport, culture and society. How these particular tools, theory and evidence are used,
and for what purpose, should be the exclusive prerogative of social-actors themselves in
specific social contexts and used on behalf of their values and interests. With these pictures
the student of sport can begin to understand and comprehend the socially and politically
situated nature of their work and being.

Part 2 examines some of the international, national, post-colonial and local contexts in
which sport operates. One of the enduring problems with core introductory texts which
have addressed these issues is that the analysis of sport, culture and society has tended to
be dominated by or at least sensitive to an American perspective without critically ques-
tioning this or alternative points of view (Coakley, 2003; Nixon and Frey, 1996). The
interaction between such processes as imperialism, post-colonialism and internationalism
may have a much louder voice in any comprehensive analysis of sport in today’s world. Just
as Kaldor (2001:15) suggests new circumstances call for strengthened international frame-
works capable of constraining the use of political violence, equally there should be a call
for self-examination by the West of its attitudes towards other worlds of sport and the

international role of sport in contributing to humanitarian causes. One of the major advances
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in the analysis of sport, culture and society over the past decade has been the impact made
by social, cultural and urban geographers who have researched and mapped out crucial
bodies of work in relation to sport and the city, sport and space, sport and the body, sport
and post-colonialism and urban sporting cultures. Part 2 of this book therefore critically
examines the relationship between sport, power and globalisation, identifying some of the
core international players, organisations and institutions that have impacted upon or brought
about social change in sport in many different parts of the world.

Part 3 focuses upon issues of identity and lifestyle. Identity politics through sport seems
to have been premised upon the acceptance that all social groups have essential identities.
The rise of identity politics in sport forms a convergence of cultural and political style, a
mode of logic, a badge of belonging, a claim to insurgency, a recovery from exclusion
and/or a demand for representation. The long overdue opening of political initiatives to
minorities, women, and a multitude of voiceless people in sport has developed into a method
of its own. Identity politics on its own is not enough. At the same time the pressures for
alternative forms of sport and physical activity mean that the social and physical profile of
sport itself is changing. Research indicates that a crop of activities which might be loosely
termed extreme sports are firmly embedded within counter-cultures. Many traditional
sports are in decline and therefore there is more space for alternative sport cultures to
impinge upon mainstream sports culture. What is the meaning attached to alternative sports
cultures? Is their development a reflection of a changing lifestyle or the quest for excite-
ment, risk and the break from alienation (Wheaton, 2004)? Do we need to re-think what
we mean by identity through sport and how does sport contribute to the quest for risk,
excitement and individualism? These and other issues form the basis of Part 3.

In Part 4 our attention turns to matters of social division and social intervention. While
Parts 1, 2 and 3 have been about analysing and substantiating the world of sport, Part 4 is
about social change and social intervention. It is based upon the premise that while it is
important for students and researchers of sport, culture and society to analyse and empir-
ically test the social world of sport, it is also important to identify areas in which sport has
or ought to campaign for change. Much of the existing research carried out by social
researchers and students interested in sport has sought to destroy many taken-for-granted
myths about sport, critically appraise and evaluate the actions of the powerful in sport and
their impact upon the less powerful, and inform and champion the promise of sport in terms
of social policy and community welfare. It is only relatively recently that sport’s contri-
bution to human rights campaigns has been recognised. It has been said that sociology is the
power of the powerless and yet there is no guarantee that having acquired sociological
understanding one can dissolve or disempower the resistance put up by the tough realities
of everyday life. The power of understanding is no match for the pressures of coercion
allied with resigned and submissive common sense (Bauman, 1990:18). If it were not for
this understanding the chance of further freedoms being won through and in sport would
be slimmer still.

Finally, in conclusion some of the main influences that have informed the thinking behind
this book are pulled together. The whole project is mindful that sport can make a differ-
ence to communities and societies and that, while policies and governments may change in

different parts of the world, the need for many remains the same.
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HOW TO USE THE BOOK

The book provides a comprehensive introduction to the study of sport, culture and society.
There is a sustained attempt to critically analyse, describe and explain sport today as a social,
cultural and political phenomenon. The position taken throughout this book is that while
it is important to explain and understand sport in society the more important intellectual
and practical questions emanate from questions relating to social change. The core questions
at the heart of this text are as follows:

B What empirical evidence can we draw upon to substantiate aspects of sport, culture
and society? (What is happening in sport?)

B What theories and concepts can we draw upon to explain and analyse this substantive
evidence? (How can we make sense of what is happening in sport?)

B What capacity does sport have to transform or intervene to produce social change?
(What can be done to produce change?)

B What is the contemporary role of the student, intellectual or researcher in the public
arena? (What are you going to do about it?)

One of the objectives of the book is to encourage students to reflect upon sport, drawing
upon concepts, theories and themes, but also on a body of substantive research from
different sports, societies and communities. It is the constant interplay between theory,
explanation, evidence and intervention that is one of the hallmarks of the approach adopted.
Put more simply, the student of sport, culture and society will continually be faced with
three interrelated challenges. Although the production of knowledge and policy rarely
comes in such a neat package or process, these can be summarised as: what evidence do
you have, how are you going to make sense of it and what recommendations are you going
to make as a result?

The text is supported by a wealth of additional sources of information provided in a
number of forms. These include:

B chapter previews and objectives which outline the main areas covered in each chapter;

B photographs that provide visual illustrations from sport, culture and society settings;

B boxes which provide empirical information that complement, where appropriate, the
area being covered in each chapter;

B key concepts that act as a guide to the core ideas and concepts covered within each
chapter;

B study questions designed to test knowledge and promote critical reflection upon the
subject matter of each chapter;

B sample projects which may be used as a databank of exercises to sharpen and refine
not only transferable research skills but also a sensitivity to the social world of sport;

B the Internet provides a vast array of potentially useful information, but it must be
used with a critical appreciation of the sources. Each chapter is provided with a list of
at least five world-wide websites that will assist and support the body of knowledge in
each chapter. These websites provide access to a range of information and are not all
sports specific. Be prepared to explore each website thoroughly in relation to the
topic in which you are interested.
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SUMMARY

This introductory discussion of sport, culture and society has outlined the structure and
rationale that has informed the content of this book. It has highlighted the need not only
to draw upon substantive evidence and explain that evidence but also the necessity to link
this exercise to policies and attempts to produce social change. It has championed the cause
of the researcher, teacher, intellectual and student of sport who really wants to understand
more than just superficially the popularity, importance and relevance of sport in today’s
world. It has provided an introduction to some of the tools of the trade that help to equip
and enlighten the enquiring student who is fascinated and caught up in the power, poten-
tial and passion of sport and related areas. It is one thing to identify the key areas of concern
of our time but it is also vital to identify silences, since what is not being said often tells
us as much about sport as that which is being said. None the less, sport is as Nelson Mandela
once said a force that mobilises the sentiments of a people in a way that nothing else can
and hopefully it will remain a vehicle for social capital, community solidarity, critical

scholarship, resources of hope and fun for a long time to come.
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Culture Policy
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Global sport Social division
Nation Sub-cultures
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REVISION QUESTIONS
1. Outline and develop five different levels of analysis by which you might begin

to reflect upon sport, culture and society.
2. Critically discuss in detail the importance of sport in today’s world.

3. What is the public role of the intellectual and/or student involved in the study

of sport, culture and society?
4. In what ways might you describe modern sport?

5. What are some of the key questions facing the student of sport, culture and society?

PRACTICAL PROJECTS

1. Interview five people who are 10, 20, 30 or 40 years older than yourself and ask
them to talk about what sport was when they were your age. Compile a short report
on how sport has changed over time based upon your interviews.

2. Read the sports coverage of two national newspapers over a period of a month and
count the number of articles and column inches devoted to different sports. Based
upon your results write a short report comparing the uneven sports coverage of
different sports.

3. Access the web site www.google.co.uk and insert sport+society in the search space.
Read the articles listed and then carry out five other searches of your own choice
in relation to sports topics such as sport+poverty or sport+environment or
sport+politics.
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4. Read the manifesto of any political party and see if it refers to sport. Suggest five
sports policy recommendations that reflect the core values of the political party

you have chosen.

5. Draw a flow chart of networks from key people in your or someone else’s life whom
you or they have met through sport. Consider and reflect upon the potential for sport

to introduce and sustain networks of people.

WEBSITES

American Sports Data Incorporated

www .americansportsdata.com/pr

Sport in Europe

WWW., sport—in—europe . de

Streetfootball league initiative

www.streetleague.co.uk

The Foreign Policy Centre
www.fpc.org.uk, see discussion on Democratising Global Sport

University of Stirling sport sites
www.sports.stir.ac.uk/NewSite/SportSites.htm
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Part 1
The broader context

INTRODUCTION

The three chapters that form the first part of this book examine broader contexts that
have informed our knowledge about sport, culture and society.

Sport theory and the prohlem of values

How does theory help us to understand sport? Theory and empirical research provide
ways of explaining and understanding sport. The constant interplay between theory
and evidence helps to examine taken-for-granted sporting assumptions. Sporting myths
need to be constantly challenged and re-evaluated. How these particular tools, theory
and evidence, are used and for what purpose should not be the exclusive prerogative
of researchers and students themselves but used in specific social contexts and on
behalf of the individual’s or group’s values and interests. It is important that the
accuracy, rigour and relevance of theory and evidence provide a basis for not only crit-
ically examining popular and unpopular sports issues but also providing students with
solutions and explanation to particular sporting problems.

Sport, history and social change

How does the history of sport help us to understand the development of sport today?
The socio-historical development of sport tells students of sport where and when
particular sporting practices emerged. It owes as much to acknowledging cross-
comparative contexts as it does contemporary historiography. It acknowledges the
influence of the past on the present, but also the dangers of thinking solely contempor-
aneously. By enabling us to know about other centuries and other cultures an
understanding of the socio-historical development of sport provides students with one
of the best antidotes to any temporal sporting parochialism which assumes that the
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only time is now, and geographical parochialism which assumes that the only place is
here. The emphasis on social change, sporting trends and past solutions to problems
forms the core to understanding how sporting worlds are the way they are.

Sport, politics and culture

What are the politics of sport and culture? Chapter 3 seeks initially to identify some
of the ways in which sport has figured within the political field. Politics has been vari-
ously described as being centrally concerned with sport when sport is involved with:
(i) civil government, the state and public affairs; (ii) human conflict and its resolution
or (iii) the sources and exercise of power. A contemporary view might be that politics
only applies to human beings or at least to those beings that can communicate
symbolically and thus make statements, invoke principles, argue and disagree. The
politics of sport occurs in practice when people disagree about the distribution of
resources and have at least some procedures for the resolution of such disagreements
over sport. This is particularly pertinent to the analysis of sport, culture and society
where competing definitions of this relationship struggle for dominance within and
outside the sporting world.
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Chapter 1

Sport, theory and
the problem of values

Were athletic heroines such as Cathy Freeman able to make a sustainable difference by
highlighting the plight of Aboriginal people in Australia? © Telegraph Group Limited
(2000)

@ PREVIEW

Ideology * Social criticism ¢ Theory and sport * Sociological imagination and sport * Sport
within different traditions of social thought ¢ Epistemology and ontology * Functionalism
and sport * Symbolic interactionism and sport ¢ Interpretative sociology and sport e
Figurational sociology and sport * Political economy and sport ¢ Culture, power and sport
e Cultural and social anthropology and sport ¢ Feminism and sport * Racism and
sport ¢ Globalisation and sport * Post-modernism and sport ¢ Post-democracy and sport
* Historical sociology and sport * Common ground between theories of sport.
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Z
# OBJECTIVES

This chapter will:
W discuss the role of theory in analysing sport;

B outline the relationship between sports theory and values;
W consider different theoretical approaches to analysing sport;
B evaluate the relationship between sport, power and culture;
B consider the common ground between different traditions of social thought
and sport;
B reject the notion of neutral or value-free sport.
INTRODUCTION

In approaching the study of sport for the first time it is useful to begin thinking about
some of the many popular theoretical approaches to the study of sport, culture and
society. Despite the burgeoning interest in sport, culture and society, one of the pecu-
liarities of most general books in this area is that many, not all, are still discussed
largely in isolation from a broader context and to a lesser extent the society of which
they are part. Many popular sporting texts are not written from the standpoint of the
critical thinker, sociologist, historian, geographer, anthropologist, feminist, economist
or political scientist, all of whom have used concepts and theories as a basis for
explaining and understanding sport as part of social life.

It is no coincidence that the thinker who evokes the promise of sociology to think
about sport will draw upon political science, economics, social policy, history and other
bodies of knowledge in practising and developing a critical and practical understanding
of sporting problems, practices and issues. At the same time, those studies of sport
which have helped to provide insights into different ways of understanding the world
of sport or some part of it have all made domain assumptions, adopted starting points,
prioritised certain questions and marginalised others. In this sense a number of
competing problematics have emerged. Some of the most common have been Marxism,
feminism, post-modernism, cultural studies, figurational or process sociology, social
anthropology, interpretative sociology, positivism, humanism, structuralism and post-
colonialism.

It would be a mistake to suggest that the above problematics are simply ideology.
There is no agreed understanding of many of the concepts and ideas introduced in this
book. Notions of justice, rights, equality, authority and poverty are all essentially
contested concepts. The contests over different solutions, policies and approaches to
sport that occur between different sports administrators, participants, researchers or
teachers may also occur between any two people who subscribe to different political
ideologies. The claim that any position can be dismissed on the grounds of ideology
does in fact remove the possibility of having any healthy debate over any particular
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sports issue. If the criticism, writes Nuttall (2002:237), that having a particular
ideological position negates what a person has to say, then the same is true of the
person making that criticism. In other words, the criticism deprives itself of the context
and structure needed for effective criticism. This is not so much an argument against
ideology, but a warning against simply accepting uncritically all ideologies as a form
of universalism.

All of the aforementioned themes have contributed to the scope and understanding
of sport. One of the fundamental roles of the student of sport is to question critically
and understand the very nature of why sport is the way it is and what it could or should
be. The promise of fully understanding and grasping the complexity of sport, culture
and society necessitates a broader understanding of sport and theory which in itself
helps to inform not only the sociological imagination, but also the policy advisor, polit-
ical activist, public speaker or student of sport who wants to think and reflect socially
about sport, culture and society.

THE VALUE OF THEORY TO THE ANALYSIS OF SPORT,
CULTURE AND SOCIETY

When asked what the value of theory is to the analysis of sport, culture and society, the
following are some of the most common answers given: (i) asking theoretical questions is
crucial to allowing us to explain or generalise about sport, culture and society; (ii) theoret-
ical or hypothesis testing is a necessary part of approaching or organising research; (iii)
theory is capable of illuminating circumstances or equally destroying certain cherished myths
that are often taken for granted without being tested; and (iv) a good theory stimulates new
ideas and is fruitful in terms of generating further areas of research or study.

Sport, culture and society, like other bodies of knowledge, has its own perspectives,
ways of seeing things and of analysing human actions, as well as its own set of principles
for interpretation. It is first and foremost a distinct body of knowledge, but it also has fluid
boundaries in that it draws upon other bodies of knowledge, for example in the search for
solving classical sociological problems. Fundamentally, both practical and scholastic social
questions are not about interpreting the world of sport, but about how to change it. As a
tentative summation of what is entailed in thinking sociologically about sport it is important
to develop the habit of viewing human actions as elements of wider figurations. Sport does
not exist in a value-free, neutral social, cultural or political context but is influenced by all
of these contexts. The value of sociology to the study of sport, culture and society is
primarily that it provides a multitude of different ways of thinking about the human world.
The way one chooses to think about sport will ultimately depend upon the values and polit-
ical standpoint from which one views the human world. Thinking sociologically about sport
is more than just adopting a common-sense approach to sport, in that the art of thinking
sociologically may help the student of sport to be more sensitive to the human conditions
that constitute the different worlds of sport. Thinking sociologically about sport may help
us to understand that an individual’s personal experience of sport is ultimately connected

to broader public issues.
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As suggested earlier, it has been said that sociology is the power of the powerless and
yet, as one leading exponent has pointed out, there is no guarantee that having acquired
sociological understanding one can dissolve or disempower the resistance put up by the
tough realities of everyday life. The power of understanding is no match for the pressures
of coercion allied with resigned and submissive common sense (Bauman, 1990:18). If
it were not for this understanding the chance of further freedoms being won through
and in sport would be slimmer still. Sociological thinking helps the cause of freedom.
In agreement with Bauman and May (2001:180) the service that sociology is well equipped
to provide is to render to the human condition the promotion of a mutual understanding
and tolerance as a potential condition of shared freedom. Sociology provides a basis for
better understanding of not just societies and cultures but also of ourselves. As such it is as
much about ontology or a way of being as it is about epistemology or ways of knowing.

The two terms epistemology and ontology are worth elaborating upon at this point.
Epistemology, from the Greek word episteme meaning knowledge, is concerned with
theories or a theory of knowledge that secks to inform how we can know the world we
inhabit. Important divisions within the philosophy of knowledge have been between rational-
ism or idealism and empiricism. In a sociological sense epistemology tends to emphasise the
way in which forms of knowledge have been influenced by social structure. Ontological
arguments are also an explicit feature of sociological theory in that they attempt to estab-
lish the nature of fundamental things that might exist in the world or of ways of being in
the world. Ontology may refer simply to the study of being, yet at times it is worth distin-
guishing the ontology of a belief or practice from the theory that explains it. Thus at a lived
or micro level the practice of sectarianism in Scottish football, for example, might be
different from the theories that explain it.

Among the ontological sociological issues that researchers of sport, culture and society
may have to consider are where they stand in relation to the nature of social facts, whether
sociology is a contemporary or historically based subject, the relationship between
materialism and idealism, structure and agency, or what is the essence of social class or
social division in the twenty-first century. Thus a theorist attempting to explain the
world of sport in society or even what is a social fact will utilise different paradigms of
thought or bodies of knowledge to explain the way things are or could be. Some of the
most prominent approaches have been symbolic interactionism, structuralism, Marxism,
feminism, post-modernism, post-structuralism, post-nationalism and figurational sociology,
all of which try to construct knowledge or ways of secing the world and the place of
sport within it.

In order to establish that theory is necessary it might be useful to consider two things:
(i) the role and importance of theoretical thinking and (ii) the relationship between theory
and research. A point that needs to be made here is that theoretical thinking is not a process
divorced from sport or everyday life. Theoretical thinking is not the obscure and esoteric
exercise that it is so often characterised as, but rather the rigorous and continual system-
atic attempt to make use of particular tools in order to interpret the world around us or
solve a problem or provide for a programme of change, action or critical thinking. What
sociological theory may provide is a mode of critique, a language of opposition and a promise

that the potential for radical transformation actually exists. The role of the sociological
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researcher and student interested in sport is not simply to destroy myths about sport but
also to ensure that the choices that are made about sport and the worlds in which it oper-
ates are genuinely free regardless of whether these choices are libertarian, on the one hand,
or staunchly communitarian, on the other (Bauman 2000:252).

In the same way that the relationship between sport and capitalism was a common theme
within much of the critical Marxist or socialist literature on sport produced towards the
end of the twentieth century, the notion of global sport and the accompanying language of
globalisation have increasingly and uncritically dominated social, cultural and political
debates about the nature of sport in the early part of the twenty-first century. It is as if at
some point a resolution between the inherent tensions brought about by globalisation and
capitalism has been achieved and that sport and its relationship to capitalism has lost its
meaningfulness as a way of thinking about sport in the world today. If we reduce the
various theoretical forms of appeal to sport — globalisation, capitalism, the third way, or
post-colonialism — as a basis for simple abstraction about the social world, then we need to
jettison such an approach. If we view theory as useful shorthand for a set of collectively
practised prompts to reflection — in other words, if we raise sport through all its activities
and forms as a basis for reflexivity about the very nature of sport and the world itself, then
we are subjecting sport and the world we live in to a qualitative assessment. Theory can
help to lay the foundations for this assessment that in turn may extend to the notion of a
critique of sport that is often ignored by mainstream, orthodox and traditional sports prac-
titioners. This is but one of the core healthy progressive functions of theory — the function
of criticism.

One of the fundamental functions of theory and sociology is that it contributes to a form
of critique of existing forms of culture and society. Putting aside the issues of a sociology
dominated by Western thinking, which is itself problematic, there is much credibility in
the enduring claim that the practice of sociology demands invoking what C. Wright Mills
(1970) referred to as the sociological imagination. This is a threefold exercise that involves
an historical, anthropological and a critical sensitivity. The first effort of the sociological
imagination involves recovering our own immediate past and understanding the basis of how
historical transformation has influenced the social and cultural dimensions of life. The second
effort entails the cultivation of an anthropological insight. This is particularly helpful in that
it lends itself to an appreciation of the diversity of different modes of human existence and
cultures throughout the world and not just those associated with the materiality of life in
the West or advancing modern capitalist societies. Through a better understanding of the
variety of human cultures and societies it is asserted that we can learn or facilitate a better
understanding of ourselves. The third aspect of the imagination is but a combination of the
first two in that the exercise of the sociological imagination avoids a critical analysis based
upon the here and now and involves the potential of grasping an understanding of social
relations between societies throughout the world.

Theory is also a necessary part of the research process and there are a number of possible
explanations for this. First, it can inform the type of research that is undertaken in that the
particular theoretical approach adopted will influence both the types of questions examined
and the particular types of research methods adopted. This is because of the close rela-

tionship between certain theories and certain methods or, put more simply, certain
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theoretical approaches have a disposition to certain methods. Second, theory informs how
the data collected may be interpreted, not simply because certain conclusions may be
derived as a result of the approach adopted, but also as a result of the type of theoretical
scrutiny that is applied to data and empirical evidence. Finally, theory may act as a stim-
ulus to pursue particular research topics and questions. In all of these approaches the
accumulation of knowledge is continually evolving, although that which was taken for
granted in the past might be superseded by contemporary ways of thinking. Earlier find-
ings and previous ways of knowing may be returned to in the light of changing world
conditions or new ways of thinking about data or the fact that the same continuing themes
prevail, for example the relationship between rich and poor, or that the genuine trans-
formative capacity of sport has never been realised.

Since at least the 1960s the scope and significance of the study of sport, culture and society
has expanded rapidly. The breadth of perspectives that have been brought to bear upon sport
has led some to be critical of the multi-paradigmatic rivalry which has been viewed as a
source of potential weakness, while others have welcomed the breadth of perspectives as a
basis for strengthening sociology’s position as an integrative force for research into all social
and developmental aspects of sport. While the importance of particular approaches and ways
of knowing about sport will ultimately become less eclectic as one develops, in the first
instance it is important for students of sport, culture and society to be familiar with some

of the main epistemological developments which have shaped the area of study.

SPORT IN SOCIAL THOUGHT

One of the tasks and promises of sociological theory has always been to help us draw bigger
diagnostic pictures of sport, culture and society. With these pictures students and
researchers can begin to understand and comprehend the socially and politically situated
nature of their work and being. Associated with this is the fact that critical analysts of sport,
culture and society must also consider or decide upon their preferred entry point into any
social or political analysis of sport. In other words, where do you as an individual, club, or
group stand upon particular issues in sport such as inequality and social division, the way
in which money is controlled and distributed in sport, the processes involved in the long-
term development of sport, the way in which research findings are used to create policy
decisions which impact upon communities and cultures or the extent to which sport should
be used as a way of changing or drawing attention to people’s lives in different parts of the
world? In a sociological sense does sport help to produce or reproduce social, cultural
and/or economic capital?

Sociologists and other groups of social/critical analysts have approached sport from a
number of perspectives. The major perspectives which have impacted upon the study of
sport since the mid-1960s, according to Coakley and Dunning (2002), have been func-
tionalism, cultural studies, feminism, interpretative approaches, figurational sociology and
post-structuralism. Others, such as Jarvie and Maguire (1994), have identified functional-
ism, interpretative sociology, pluralism, political economy, cultural studies, figurational
sociology, feminism, post-modernism, structuralism (associated with the work of Bourdieu)

and globalisation theory as the key traditions of social thought that have informed our
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knowledge about sport, culture and society. More recently Giulianotti (2005) has identified
the main tenets of any critical sociology of sport as being Durkheim, Weber, Marx and
Neo-Marxism, cultural studies and hegemony theory, race, ethnicity and intolerance,
gender identities and sexuality, the body, space, Elias, Bourdieu, post-modernism and
globalisation. All of these problematics have highlighted certain questions about sport and
marginalised others. In other words, they provide a set of concepts and questions that make
up a particular way of seeing the world of sport. In an epistemological sense they provide
the tools for ways of knowing about the world of sport, culture and society.

What then are some of the main epistemological or theoretical developments that have
influenced our understanding of sport, culture and society? It is impossible to adequately
cover and evaluate all of the above and there is no one theoretical position that dominates
this area. The jostling of divergent theoretical approaches will be viewed here as an
expression of vitality. The coverage of various theoretical developments should not simply
limit itself to sociology since other trends and influences such as post-colonialism and post-
modernism are as much a product of social history and social geography as they are of
sociology. Nor is what follows meant to be a simple chronology of the main developments

in sociology reflected through sport.

Functionalism

Functionalist perspectives tend to be based upon the notion that social events can best be
explained in terms of the function they perform. Society is viewed as a complex system
whose various parts work in relationship to each other. Functionalist theories in both
sociology and anthropology help to explain social institutions primarily in terms of func-
tions and, consequently, if sport were viewed within this problematic one of the core
questions would be what is the function of sport as a social institution today? Some of the
central areas of debate have concerned the treatment of social order, power, social conflict
and social change with the assertion being that functionalism overemphasises the socialised
conception of sport in society at the expense of the human subject or individual agency.
The idea of studying social life in terms of its social functions was adopted in the early twen-
tieth century by social anthropology. Society was seen as being made up of different
interdependent parts that operated together to meet different social needs. Anthropological
functionalism has tended to emphasise methodological issues, while sociological func-
tionalism has tended to be critical of the epistemological rationale informing this body of
knowledge.

Commenting upon recent anthropological studies into football, Armstrong and
Giulianotti (1997:27) talk of the appeal of football lending itself to Parsonian thinking. They
go on to comment that just as players and teams seem to adapt themselves when confronted
by difficult opponents to improve their goal attainment, so the system of the game itself
continues to modify its shape and form in order to survive and thrive in new cultural circum-
stances. According to Loy and Booth (2002:17), the theoretical and substantive criticisms
of functionalism relate to its consensual and contemporary bias. In other words func-
tionalism as a normative body of knowledge exaggerates harmony, social stability and

consensual politics. Its contemporary bias stems from its ahistorical or non-historical change
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over time. As a particular body of knowledge functionalism has existed for over 40 years
and, although not a dominant force, some of the core concepts remain active with certain
exponents who argue that explaining social phenomena such as sports practices leads
naturally to questioning the existence of social practices and their explicit or hidden
functions.

The following are some of the potential functions of sport:

B socio-emotional function, wherein sport contributes to the maintenance of
socio-psychological stability;

B socialisation wherein sport contributes to the inculcation of cultural beliefs and
mores;

W integrative function, wherein sport contributes to the harmonious integration
of disparate individuals and diverse groups;

B political function wherein sport is used for ideological purposes;

B social mobility function wherein sport serves as a source of upward mobility.

Symbolic interactionism

Many would include symbolic interactionism within interpretative sociology. However, I
have chosen to deal with them separately because they have each had a distinct contribution
to make to the study of sport, culture and society. Symbolic interactionism originated in
pragmatist philosophy that held that the truth of theories and concepts depended upon
their value in practical terms. Symbolic interactionism places a strong emphasis on the role
of symbols and language as core clements of all human interaction. The definitions that
people use are constructed from the symbols that are available to them throughout their
culture and society. Symbols convey information and are used by people to convey meaning
to the situations in which they find themselves. These symbols are learned and communi-
cated through interaction with others. The arguments of William James, George Mead,
Erving Goffman and other symbolic interactionists have figured prominently in discussions
of self, roles and identity, deviance and social reaction and social construction of health and
organisations.

At least four core themes have been associated with symbolic interactionism. The theory
highlights the way in which human beings distinctly manipulate symbols. It is through
symbols that they alone are capable of producing culture and transmitting history. A further
theme relates to the notion of process and emergence in the sense that the social world is
viewed as a dynamic and dialectical web in which attention is paid not to rigid structures,
but to a fluid process of interaction between self and society. Any understanding of, for
example, an athlete’s career and the extent to which sport contributes to personal identity
or feelings of loss or achievement might be open to a symbolic interactionist approach. A
further theme is emphasis on the fact that the social world is interactive and from this point
of view there is no such thing as a solitary individual, only an understanding of the self in
relation to other humans. Finally, certain strands of thought in the work of Georg Simmel

have stressed that interactionists look beneath the symbols and processes and that any
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interaction is very much a dynamic process that is not necessarily harmonious. It involves
the expression of meanings in a multi-layered exchange between social actors that is
reciprocal and not simply linear or one-way. Symbolic interactionists may study the life
experiences of footballers or baseball players or swimmers or dancers or sports adminis-
trators as distinct groups, but they would also detect common processes at work in all these
groups, perhaps in terms of how status is negotiated or loss of status is dealt with.

The following are indicative questions that might arise out of a symbolic interactionist

approach to sport.

B What does sport mean to oneself or what place has sport played in the individual’s
biography?

B How has one’s personal identity been affected by sport over time?

B To what extent have feelings about sport been influenced by a process of interaction
with others?

B How do sports form a pattern of association and interaction?

B How do athletes in certain situations reciprocate with and against one another?

In general symbolic interactionist approaches have attracted criticism because of their
general neglect of power, history and social structure, but more recent interventions have

shown such critiques to be somewhat misguided.

Interpretative sociology

As mentioned above interpretative sociology has tended to incorporate symbolic inter-
actionism as a basis for looking at core issues, such as meaning, action, status, Verstehen,
rationality and cultural relativism. While symbolic interactionism mounted an increasingly
successful challenge to the excessive claims made by functionalism, it too was challenged
in the 1960s by what was claimed to be a more radical perspective on interaction, namely
phenomenology and ethnomethodology. Interpretative sociology has been associated
with Weber, Simmel, Garfinkel, Schultz and the ecarly work of Anthony Giddens.
Phenomenological approaches have focused attention upon the taken-for-granted content
of everyday consciousness. When reified these allegedly form the external constraining
realities of society. Ethnomethodology attempts to take this one step further by examining
the processes through which people sustain a taken-for-granted sense of reality in their
everyday lives. It is not difficult to see the potential connections here with more
contemporary perspectives such as post—modernism.

In one of the most authoritative overviews of interpretative sociology’s contribution to
the study of sport, Donnelly (2002) has highlighted a number of strands of work that have
been developed within the sport, culture and society literature. In this review Donnelly
proceeds to describe, critically examine and evaluate the impact of interpretative sociology
upon the sociological study of sport. He outlines a number of areas that have come under
the gaze of the interpretative sociologists of sport, including the analysis of media texts,
sport sub-cultures, socialisation into sport, and biographical and narrative accounts of life

histories and autobiographical accounts of sporting lives. The review concludes by suggesting
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that perhaps the major impact of interpretative sociology has been ‘the way in which it
hangs flesh on the skeletons of survey data’ (Donnelly, 2002:83).
The following are indicative questions that might arise out of an interpretative approach

to sport.

B To what extent are sportspeople conscious of their actions?

B How have sportspeople’s careers in reality been experienced?

B What socialisation experiences are involved in the process of becoming an athlete?

B How have media audiences internalised or interpreted the representations of sport in

the media, particularly television?
B To what extent is status helpful in explaining sport and social order?

Process sociology

Figurational, sometimes referred to as process or developmental, sociology has grown out
of the work of Norbert Elias. Its impact upon the sociology of sport has been sustained in
a number of projects in the latter half of the twentieth century and the early part of the
twenty-first century. Notions such as ‘the civilising process’ have been influential within
the sociology of sport and also the history of sport. Polley (2003:57) has commented upon
the fact that aspects of the civilising process have been influential within those areas of
British sports historiography interested in explaining the development of modern sport in
Britain. Many of the points of departure within this book reflect some of the concerns
of figurational sociology, namely that theoretical accounts of sociology are as unsatisfactory
as those accounts of sport that simply exude empirical findings without any theoretical
grounding; that original sources were the very substance of history; that the mapping out
of various processes was central to explaining how sport had developed more or less over
time; that developmental accounts of sport were more than simple evolutionary or linear
accounts of sporting progress since sport developed at different rates; that the development
of sport and issues of involvement in and detachment from the material of study influenced
the plausibility of the sociological account of sport provided.

A central facet of figurational sociology has been the notion of figuration that Elias (1978)
referred to as a structure of mutually orientated and interdependent people. Figurations of
interdependent people make up many webs of interdependence, which are characterised in
part by different balances of power of many sorts, such as families, states, towns or simply
groups. Elias used the word figuration as a processual or dynamic term in contrast with
more static expressions, such as social system or social structure. Elias preferred to talk of
process sociology rather than figurational sociology and this primacy of process, according
to Goudsblom (1977:105), has four principled points of departure, namely that sociology
is about people in the plural and that people’s lives develop within and between the social
figurations they form together; these figurations are continually in flux; the long-term
developments taking place in human beings have and continue to be unplanned and the
development of human knowledge is one important aspect of overall development. The
primacy of process then has given rise to the notion of process sociology although the term
figurational sociology is what is often referred to within the sport, culture and society
literature.

26



SPORT, THEORY AND THE PROBLEM OF VALUES

Figurational accounts of sport have been supportive of the links between history and
sociology, namely that a developmental approach to sport has made and continues to
make an important contribution to historical sociology. The coverage of sport which has
been informed by figurational sociology has included studies of the development of rugby
in Britain, fox-hunting, global sport, boxing, Highland Games, football hooliganism and
violence in sport in general.

The following are indicative questions that might arise out of a process sociology approach

to sport.

B What are the principal processes that have been involved with the development
of sport?

B Has sport become more or less violent over time?

B What have been the core figurations that have influenced the shifting balances
of power in sport?

B How might the globalisation of sport be explained?

B Do we have a reality-congruent body of knowledge about sport?

Political economy

Classical Marxist and liberal theories of political economy have tended to provide a basis
for a socio-economic analysis of sport. In short what is the politics that arises out of an
analysis of sporting economics? Liberal political economy as opposed to Marxist political
economy also developed around several themes more closely associated with the discipline
of economics or more precisely the inter-relationship between economic theory and polit-
ical action. It encompassed several broad themes, such as an economic theory of historical
progress; a theory of accumulation and economic growth through the division of labour; a
redefinition of wealth as comprised of commerce and not just treasure; a theory of indi-
vidual behaviour which reconciled the pursuit of self-interest with the collective good and
a labour theory of value which argued for labour as a measure and sometimes a source of
value.

Marxist theories have tended to deal with a critique of capitalism and, as such, inherent
within Marxist notions of political economy are the following questions:

What is wealth?

How is wealth produced?

How did the ownership and means of production fall into the hands of the minority?
What do we mean by class and how did classes come into being?

What are the causes of slumps and economic crises under capitalism?

What is the economic and political signiﬁcance of the term imperialism?

What is the economic foundation of socialist and communist societies?

The term political economy is often associated with Marx’s critique of political economy,
but in reality Marx never had a theory of political economy. He did have a critique of

cighteenth- and nineteenth-century thinking about political economy. Any account
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of Marx’s ideas has to be holistic in the sense that it was intensely practical and, unlike
academic Marxism, the praxis of Marxism meant that the theories of social change went
together with Marx’s scientific theory.

The following are indicative questions that might arise out of a political economy

of sport:

B Who profits from sport and how is it organised under global capitalism?

B How is wealth produced through sport and who benefits from this wealth?

B Are different social groups — professional athletes, women, and/or black athletes
exploited?

B How have imperialism and colonialism influenced the development of world sport?

B How might a materialist understanding of sports historiography be produced?

Culture and power

It is to its credit that much of the research into sport, culture and society since at least
the 1980s has acknowledged the importance of a cultural politics that moves far beyond
analysis of the nation-state. The Gramscian notion of hegemony has been a clarion call for
a significant amount of research into sport. In its traditional sense hegemony has literally
been taken to mean the ideological/cultural domination of one class by another achieved
by engineering consensus through controlling the content of cultural forms and major insti-
tutions. In Sport, Power and Culture, John Hargreaves (1986) rejected a ‘common-sense’
approach to British sport on the grounds that it helped to sustain and reproduce rather
than challenge particular notions of sport. It was argued throughout that it is precisely
because sport played different roles in relation to different cultures that it was able to repro-
duce existing power relations. Culture, in the sense that we can identify working-class
culture, men’s and women’s culture, black culture, bourgeois culture and youth culture,
must be sensitive to the fact that the function and significance of sport within different
cultures may vary. The point emphasised by Hargreaves (1986:9) was that the significance
of sports varied within and between cultures, and that a comprehensive account of
sport, power and culture had to make reference to other forms of culture such as popular
culture and consumer culture, more specifically, the relationship between the populist
attraction of sport and capitalism. Analysis of sport, power and culture consequently had
to acknowledge the transformative potential of sport.

Over the past three decades one of the undoubted strengths of feminist work in the area
of sport, power and culture has been the presence of significant differences and, conse-
quently, rich substantive empirical work that has told us so many different stories about
women’s experiences of sport. These have acknowledged the fact that power is everywhere
and that power is not simply an institution or a structure, but rather it is exercised through
innumerable points, rather than a single political centre. Foucault (1988) was concerned
with an analysis of power within detailed studies of social practices. This approach to power
dealt directly with the antagonistic struggles of social movements, arguing that one of the
most important aspects of these struggles in contemporary society was the way in which
they challenged subjectification. These might include struggles against the power of men
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over women in sport or the coach over the child or parents over children or of the power
of sporting administrative bodies over national sports plans or the way people experience
sport.

The advantage of this approach to the study of sport, culture and society is that it allows
the student to move beyond the conventional analysis of politics at the level of the state or
the ways in which, for example, governments use sport as an instrument of nation-building
or as a facet of health policy. This does not mean that the study of the way in which the
state uses sport is irrelevant, but that the cultural politics in civil societies, between civil
society and the state and within the practices and institutions considered to be of the state
must also be taken into account when analysing the politics of sport. Cultural politics is
understood to be potentially everywhere and therefore it has a broad social context.

The Canadian writer Richard Gruneau (1999:125) has argued that where there is no
truth, only power, and where power is said to circulate everywhere, politics can only be
understood as an ongoing localised tactical project. In this sense one form of domination
or subordination is as relevant as any other, so political struggles through sport could casily
be seen as little more than an arena of choice closely associated with one’s self-identity.
Without any normative standards for evaluating the politics of sport or when some forms
of power are more prevalent than others at any point in time or for evaluating the condi-
tions by which different political agendas come into conflict with one another, social
criticism loses its potential. Since such an argument is developed further in Chapter 3,
suffice it to say at this point that without such a dimension the idea of broad collective
struggle through sport becomes reduced to a question of lifestyle politics.

The following are indicative questions that might arise out of a cultural studies approach

to sport:

B What are the cultural politics of sport?

B How does a particular definition of sport become dominant in society at any given
point in time?

B What is the relationship between sport, power and culture?

B How is a particular definition of sport challenged, struggled over and transformed?

B What is the meaning and symbolism of sport to different cultures?

Cultural and social anthropology

A resurgence of anthropological studies of sport has emerged from different parts of the
world during the late twentieth century. Blanchard’s (2002:144) review of the field tends
to suggest that conventional anthropology is characterised by a primary focus upon people
living in traditional, tribal or folk societies. One of the classical definitions of this approach
to culture is provided by Kluckohn (1951:34) who suggests that ‘culture consists in
patterned ways of thinking, feeling and reacting, acquired and transmitted mainly by symbols,
constituting the distinctive achievements of human groups, including their embodiments in
artefacts’. The essential core of culture consists of traditional ideas and especially their
attached values. The frequent use of cross-cultural comparative field studies provides for a

substantive and empirical attention to how sport, games and play have evolved as part of
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the process of cultural change in different cultures. The study of objective cultural artefacts
that contribute to a particular culture, tradition or set of customs is referred to as cultural
materialism or etymology. A value of any etymological study of sport, such as Burnett’s
(2000) study of sport and games in Scotland before 1860, is the potential richness that can
be found in the collection and analysis of those cultural artefacts such as songs, rituals,
medals, flags, team colours and equipment associated with any grounded study of the sport.
Any analysis of the cultural materials that make up sporting settings can contribute to
an understanding of the social and cultural fabric of sport in both a contemporary and a
historical sense.

Recent anthropological approaches to the study of sport have made a valuable
contribution to the ethnography of sport, culture and society and yet such an approach has
not been without criticism. In a critique of the anthropological studies of football, King
(2002) argued that the failure to situate the ethnography within any critical anthropological
or sociological framework led to a descent into forms of uncritical journalism. Anthropo-
logical approaches to sport have had the tendency to be all consuming and fail to differentiate
and theorise adequately the notion of sport, power and culture. An all-consuming evolu-
tionary approach to culture tends to marginalise issues of power and social differentiation
between and within groups or sub-cultures. If everything within a particular way of life is
seen as culture it is difficult to distinguish between different aspects of culture or the rela-
tionship between sub-cultures. The notions of power or social inequality or social
differentiation or social inclusion and exclusion need not be silent within all-embracing
anthropological notions of culture. King (2002:14) observes that thinking critically about
sport necessitates researchers continually to question why they think the way they do and
never taking for granted that the way they think is the correct way. This provides a starting
point for any self-conscious reflection.

The following are indicative questions that might arise out of any cultural or social

anthropological approach to sport:

B What is the symbolism attached to sporting rituals, customs and traditions?

B What can cultural materialism tell us about sport and games in traditional, tribal, folk
or non-Western cultures?

B What are the limits and possibilities of viewing sport as an institution and therefore a
component of culture?

B How have sporting ceremonies and festivals evolved?

B What does the anthropological study of play tell us about modern sport?

Feminism

Feminism, according to Ahmed (2000), is not simply one set of struggles in that it